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Conscription

Conscrpuoen

The Federal Government had the power under the
Defence Act to conscript men into the army, but
those men could only serve in Australia. They
could not be sent overseas to fight.

The Government could change the Act of
Parliament to extend the power to conscript men
for overseas service, but it did not have a
majority of votes in support in the Senate.
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The people voted narrowly against conscription in
1916, and again in 1917 when the Government
tried a second time.

Intredicuon

By 1916 fewer men were volunteering to go
overseas to fight in the war.

Casualties were growing.

The Government wanted to increase the number of
recruits through conscription, and not just
through volunteers.
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In 1916 and again in 1917 the Government held a
‘referendum’ or a ‘plebiscite’ on the issue —
really a giant public opinion poll. The
government hoped that a large majority of the
population would vote for conscription, and this
would convince some Senators that the people
wanted it, and they should therefore change the
Act.
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T . Decide if they support the Yes or No case
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. 2 . List the main reasons being put why people
should support or oppose conscription
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Would you stand by
while a bushfire raged?

"GET INTO KHAKI™

WHAT WILL YOUR ANSWER BE?

THE DEATH BALLOT,

Polling Day, December 20,
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The votes on the issue of
conscription were very
close because...

The issue of conscription

caused great
bitterness, division and
conflict in Australian
society because...

SUCH A SIMPLE GUESTION




